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      Media release

                     From the Department of Primary Industries


Tuesday, 12 February 2008
discussion SESSION FOR DAIRY PRODUCERS 
The Department of Primary Industries (DPI) would like to encourage dairy producers to attend the free discussion session on Sustainable Farming Systems.
The session will introduce the concept of Sustainable Farming Systems that has been developed by DPI and Sustainability Ventures and DPI is seeking producers input for further development of the Sustainable Water System (SWS). 
Discussions will include how the SWS integrate into the existing dairy farm and generate sustainable additional profits for farmers through growing one or a combination of the following: farming fish (aquaculture), vegetables or herbs using hydroponics, and or growing fodder crops.
Matthew Janssen, DPI Dairy Extension Officer explained that Sustainability Ventures and its supply chain partners can provide producers with an opportunity to start a new activity that is part of a vertically integrated network, providing support for production, sales and marketing including financial assistance, technical support, sale of produce and commodity sourcing.
“There will be discussions on the anticipated benefits for producers including additional source of revenue, integrated within current farming structure.
“We are looking for leading and innovative producers who would like to form a focus group that will contribute to the development process as well as to identify partner producers for commercial pilot opportunities for a discounted capital cost,” Mr Janssen said.
WHEN: Thursday 28th February 2008 from 10.30am-12.00pm – lunch will be provided
WHERE: DPI Kyabram Dairy Centre, 120 Cooma Road, Kyabram

BOOKINGS (RSVP): Tuesday 26 February, Matthew Janssen on 03 5852 0506 or email matthew.janssen@dpi.vic.gov.au

For further information please contact Ayal Marek, Sustainability Ventures, on 03 9510 0913 or 0430 356 677, or email ayal@sustainabilityventures.com
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